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BIG ARTS

A Sanibel-Captiva
time honored treasure

It’s hard to believe that BIG ARTS will be 39 years old in 2018!
Since 1979 it has held fast to its community roots and owes its rich
history to a small band of dedicated artists who drew inspiration
from each other and from the breath-taking island beauty that
infused their work with grace and authenticity.

39

YEARS
2018

They set out to create a
special gathering place
where artistic expression
and experiences were
accessible to all. But
they had no home. The
idea of a place for the
arts was only a dream,
so they took their
dream on the road.
They had to make do
with being a moving
cultural “happening”,
presenting and enjoying
fine arts, music and
workshops everywhere
and anywhere they
could: The library,
The Community
House, galleries and
-- more often than
not -- in each other’s
homes. The audiences
and participants grew
exponentially. The City
and the community
began to take notice and
offered a helping hand.

HUMBLE BEGINNING
For 8 years the members of the Barrier Island
Group for the Arts dreamed of having a
Center for the Arts on Sanibel.

BOLER GARDEN DEDICATION CEREMONY

BIG ARTS DIGS IN FOR NEW GALLERY!

In 1987 a small beach
cottage was donated
and moved to its
present Dunlop location on land owned
then (and now) by the City of Sanibel. The
little cottage became a gathering place, and
the home of Founders Gallery. Concerts
were held under a tent in the garden that
today bears the name of a much loved
Sanibel family: The Boler Garden. Today
that same beach cottage is home to BIG
ARTS administrative offices, box office and
Founders Gallery.

Laverne and Bill Phillips

BIG ARTS’
popularity
continued to
grow in leaps and
bounds, drawing
the attention
of a generous
couple, Laverne
and Bill Phillips,
who rallied the
community and raised enough dollars in 1990 to erect
the one room Phillips Galley, which – for nearly 10
years -- acted as exhibit, classroom and concert space.
The first gallery viewing boasted a Bob Rauschenberg
sculpture. Due to popular demand, the 410-seat Schien
Hall was built in 1997. Its opening was heralded by a
rousing community parade to celebrate the creation
of the Islands’ only professional performing arts
facility. The original dreamers and doers who believed
in miracles from the beginning, were there to see
what had now become a community wide cultural
and educational resource for all. In 2010 the former
Schoolhouse Theater was incorporated into BIG ARTS
and today is known as BIG ARTS Strauss Theater – a
professional producing theater offering the finest in
the dramatic arts from original works to time-honored
classics.
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Performing Arts

Performing Arts

January

January

ONE NIGHT IN MEMPHIS

BALSAM RANGE

Saturday, January 6, 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 27, 8:00 p.m.

On December 4, 1956 in a studio in Memphis,
legendary musicians Carl Perkins, Johnny
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and Elvis Presley jammed
spontaneously to create some of the best music
ever recorded. This is the official and only tribute
to this iconic moment in American musical history.
Hear great rockabilly, country, gospel and pure
1950’s rock and roll music starring former cast
members of the Broadway smash hit, “Million
Dollar Quartet.” Wow!
Sponsor: Tom & Barb Dunham

One of the Bluegrass genre’s most awardwinning artists in recent years, Balsam Range
has garnered ten International Bluegrass Music
Association Awards, produced six critically
acclaimed albums and appeared multiple times on
Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry. They leave audiences
spellbound in major festivals from coast to coast
and sell out dozens of venues across the country.
It’s a bluegrass happening at BIG ARTS.
Sponsor: Tom and Barb Dunham

HERMITAGE PIANO TRIO
Sunday, January 28, 3:30 p.m.
Descending from the Great Russian musical
tradition, and distinguished by its exuberant
musicality, interpretative range, and sumptuous
sound, the Hermitage Piano Trio has been quickly
gathering international attention and accolades.
Sponsor: Deborah La Gorce

CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL
PIANO COMPETITION WINNER
Sunday, January 14, 3:30 p.m.

Don’t miss an exquisite classical music
presentation by the first prize winner of the
Cleveland International Piano Competition:
virtuoso, Nikita Mndoyants. We are honored to
welcome Nikita to BIG ARTS fresh off his highly
acclaimed performance at New York’s Carnegie
Hall. This is a rare opportunity to experience real
artistic brilliance.
Sponsor: Deborah La Gorce

FRISSON ENSEMBLE ORCHESTRA

Cleveland International Piano

A nine piece explosive ensemble featuring New
York City’s finest young classical musicians,
Frisson showcases a myriad of rarely-performed
masterworks. Cool classical that expands and
contracts into a variety of powerful, intricate
ensembles, including quintets, sextets, and a
small chamber orchestra.
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“Three of Russia’s most
spectacular young soloists turned
in a performance of such power and
sweeping passion that it left you
nearly out of breath.”
- Washington Post

Thursday, January 25, 7:30 p.m.

Balsam Range

Hermitage
Trio

Frission Ensemble
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Performing Arts

Performing Arts

February

HOT SARDINES

NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC
STRING QUARTET

Saturday, February 17, 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 1,7:30 p.m.

Four principles from the famous New York
Philharmonic: Concertmaster Frank Huang,
Principal Associate Concertmaster, Sheryl Staples,
Principal Viola Cynthia Phelps and Principal
Cello Carter Brey, make their first appearance at
BIG ARTS. All four musicians are multiple prize
winning, concerto soloists.
New York String Quartet

THE MODERN GENTLEMEN
Saturday, February 3, 8:00 p.m.
An all-star vocal group originally brought
together by the one and only Frankie Valli. With
the stylings of classic vocal groups like The Four
Freshmen and The Hi-Lo’s, they blend today’s
sound of a Michael Bublé times four to create the
ultimate vocal experience for all ages.
Sponsor: FineMark National Bank & Trust

THE BIRDLAND ALL-STARS

The Modern Gentlemen

Philobolus is an internationally acclaimed collective,
renowned for its unique, diverse and unique artistry
that ignores preconceived barriers between creative
disciplines. The company puts its intense creative
energy into action in the communities where it performs, forming genuine human connection, working
collaboratively, and finding beauty in unexpected
places. Pilobolus was named one of Dance Heritage
Coalition’s “Irreplaceable Dance Treasures.” Pilobolus
makes dance fans out of everyone!

Pilobolus

Sponsor: Hans & Leslie Fleischner

FANDANGO!
Birdland All-Stars

Thursday, February 15, 7:30 p.m.
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Hot Sardines

Wednesday, February 21, 7:30 p.m.

MIRO QUARTET
with JON KIMURA PARKER, PIANIST
The Miro Quartet – two violinists, a violist, and
cellist – is a dynamic, spirited classical experience
thrilling audiences globally. They are joined by
gifted pianist, Jon Kimura. They count among their
appearances: Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall.

Fueled by the belief that classic jazz feeds the heart
and soul, the Hot Sardines are on a mission to make
old sounds new again and prove that joyful music can
bring people together in a disconnected world. In the
last two years, the Hot Sardines have been featured
at the Newport Jazz Festival and the Montreal Jazz
Festival, have sold out NYC venues from Joe’s Pub to
Bowery Ballroom, booked more than 150 tour dates
from Chicago to London, have released two albums on
Universal Music Classics to critical raves and secured
a No. 1 slot on the iTunes Jazz chart in the U.S. and
internationally.
Sponsor: Law Offices of Janet M. Strickland

PILOBOLUS

Friday, February 9, 8:00 p.m.
Featuring the finest musicians in New York and
one of the greatest drummers of all time, Tommy
Igoe, The Birdland All-Stars have been thrilling
audiences at “The Jazz Corner of the World”
for the last 10 years. They return to the
road for the first time in 2018 and BIG ARTS is
on their tour debut itinerary!

February

Sunday, February 25, 3:30 p.m.
Fandango! is the most exciting new group on
Chicago’s musical scene. A toe-tapping, spicy mix
of Latin, Spanish, Sephardic, Balkan, and classical
sounds founded by four multi award-winning,
globe-trotting virtuosi who hail from Spain, the USA,
former Yugoslavia, and the UK. Fandango, separately
and together, have played on the world’s most
prestigious stages.
Sponsor: Deborah La Gorce

Fandango!

Miro Quartet
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Performing Arts

BIG ARTS Strauss Theater

March

LATE NITE CATECHISM
Friday, March 2, 7:30 p.m.
Call it Loretta Young meets Carol Burnett. This is
part catechism class, part stand-up routine and pure
comedy fun. Don’t miss this evening of laughter and
see why Late Nite Catechism was one of the longest
running hits in theater history.

SHOTGUN WEDDING
Friday, March 9, 8:00 p.m.
Featuring current members of Billy Joel’s band,
Shotgun Wedding boasts five individual and
accomplished songwriters and lead vocalists, and
sumptuous four-voice harmony passages. The
group draws favorable comparisons to Asleep At The
Wheel, Dan Hicks and The Hot Licks, Little Feat, Zac
Brown Band and draws from a wellspring of country,
Americana, alt-country, rock n’ roll, and the boogieand-stride piano tradition to produce a vibrant,
engaging, energized sound.
Sponsor: Bailey’s General Store

RECYCLED PERCUSSION
Friday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.
Formed in 1994 in New Hampshire at their high
school talent show, Recycled Percussion’s first performance gave birth to the style of music now known
as “junk rock”. This small-town band has built their
show into one of the more powerful live performances
in entertainment history. During every show, the band
mixes their gritty assault on buckets, power tools or
anything else they can get their sticks on with a sense
of humor and gravity defying athleticism in the tradition of “Cirque du Soleil.” Recycled Percussion is a
don’t miss experience that will take your breath away.
Sponsor: Congress Jewelers

HOTEL CALIFORNIA
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December-February

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
DECEMBER 8 – DECEMBER 29
A lovely adaptation of Charles Dickens’
classic by Christopher Schario with traditional
English folk tunes and fiddle. A child’s reading
of “A Christmas Carol” becomes a magical
transformation when he is ushered into the
real world of Dicken’s much loved characters.
A warm and wonderful holiday must see and
a joy for the whole family. Come celebrate the
season at BIG ARTS!.

Co-sponsors: Bank of the Islands & Congress
Jewelers

NOISES OFF
JANUARY 12 - FEBRUARY 17
Called “the funniest farce ever written,” Noises
Off presents a manic menagerie of itinerant
actors rehearsing a flop called Nothing’s On.
Doors slamming, on and offstage intrigue, and
an errant herring all figure in the plot of this
hilarious and classically comic play. Noises
Off has become a staple of both professional
theatre companies and community theatres on
both sides of the Atlantic. Noises Off appeared
on Broadway in November 2001 starring Patti
LuPone, Peter Gallagher, Faith Prince, T. R.
Knight, and Katie Finneran. The production was
nominated for a Tony and Drama Desk Award
as Best Revival of a Play, and Finneran was
named Best Featured Actress by both groups.

Friday, March 23, 8:00 p.m.

Co-sponsors: Heidrick & Company Insurance
& Air Trek

For almost three decades now Hotel California has
been recreating the legendary sound of THE EAGLES,
thrilling audiences around the world and setting the
bar for what a tribute band should be. Hotel
California plays to huge outdoor and arena
audiences, shares the bill with some of rock’s legends,
and garners critical acclaim like no other tribute band.

This year’s theater season graciously co-sponsored by
the L.A.T. Foundation and Gaye and Jim Pigott.
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BIG ARTS Strauss Theater

Films

March-April

BIG ARTS ushers in another year of fabulous feature films
and documentaries. Dates on some films are TBD.
Check www.BIGARTS.org for latest information.

DAMES AT SEA
MARCH 9 - APRIL 7

Monday Night Series

Dames at Sea tells the story of Ruby, who steps
off a bus from Utah and into her first Broadway
show. But hours before the opening night
curtain is set to rise, the cast learns that their
theater is being demolished. With the help of
some adoring sailors, Ruby and the cast set a
plan in motion to perform the show on a naval
battleship.
Sponsor: Maddy Hanlon

GROUNDED
APRIL 11 - APRIL 21
From the award-winning playwright of
Elephant’s Graveyard, George Brant, comes
the story of an ace fighter pilot whose career
in the sky is ended early due to an unexpected
pregnancy. Reassigned to operate military
drones from a windowless trailer outside Las
Vegas, she hunts terrorists by day and returns
to her family each night. As the pressure
to track a high-profile target mounts, the
boundaries begin to blur between the desert
in which she lives and the one she patrols half
a world away. A compelling and moving one
woman show.
Sponsor: Bailey’s General Store

November 13
A United Kingdom

November 20
I, Daniel Blake

November 27
Tanna

December 11
Paterson

December 18
The Wedding Plan

January 8
Harold and Lillian:
A Hollywood Love
Story

January 22
The Happiest Day
in the Life of Oli
Maki

January 29
Their Finest

Lost in Paris

by George Brant

December 4
Land of Mine

January 15
Things to Come

This year’s theater season graciously co-sponsored by
the L.A.T. Foundation and Gaye and Jim Pigott.
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Frantz
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Films

Fine Arts
OCTOBER 3 – NOVEMBER 25
International Society of Experimental
Artists (ISEA)

Monday Night Series (continued)

Maudie

Graduation

PHILLIPS AND FOUNDERS GALLERIES
BIG ARTS is pleased to host the 26th Annual
International Society of Experimental Artists’
Juried Exhibition and Symposium. The ISEA has
a rich history of celebrating innovation through
the arts, encouraging artists to explore new
ideas, techniques, and subject matter, with no
rules. The resulting art is stimulating, refreshing,
and cutting edge. The exhibition will host
approximately 90 pieces of art in Phillips Gallery,
accompanied by a display of works by ISEA
board members in Founders Gallery.

Neruda

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, Oct. 27
Dunlop Campus

Dates and titles are subject to change.
Check www.BIGARTS.org for latest
information.

NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 29
Material Matters: Brewster, Kjonaas,
Kessler, Matsumoto
PHILLIPS GALLERY

The Salesman

March 7
De Palma (2015)
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BIG ARTS welcomes back fiber artists, Eliza
Brewster, Donna Kjonaas, Vicki Kessler, and Polly
Matsumoto in this group exhibit. With the use of
fibers, textiles and other materials, each artist
will explore their own ideas with a variety of
elements.

Julieta

Documentary Series

“Stop & Go”, Carolyn Epperly

BIG ARTS award-winning documentaries series will be
screened at Island Cinema, 535 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel.

March 14
The Eagle Huntress
(2016)

March 21
Kedi (2016)

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, Dec. 8
Dunlop Campus

March 28
Norman Lear: Just
Another Version of
You (2016)

“Landscape with Crows”, Polly Matsumoto

“Rust”, Kjonass & Keesler
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Fine Arts

Fine Arts

NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 29

FEBRUARY 7 – MARCH 11

Buy It Off the Wall

The Art of Music

FOUNDERS GALLERY

PHILLIPS GALLERY

Just in time for the holidays! Art lovers and
buyers will appreciate this juried “cash and
carry” exhibit featuring BIG ARTS members.
Come by Founders Gallery to see a wide
variety of artists, mediums, and subject matter.
Whether you love traditional or contemporary
art you are bound to see something inspiring.
Offerings include but are not limited to painting,
photography, sculpture and mixed media.

Music plays a big part in our lives; whether it’s
the rhythm, lyrics, or vocals music can inspire
creativity. What happens when visual artists depict
how music feels or what it means to them? Can art
express the nuances of music? The Art of Music
exhibit will feature the visual expression of actions,
feelings and moods inspired by music, lyrics and
musical performances.
Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m., Feb. 8
Dunlop Campus

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, Dec. 8
Dunlop Campus
“Waterlilies”, Joan MIkelsons

FOUNDERS GALLERY

SanCap Art League: Show Off

A photographer, writer, and people-lover based out
of Brooklyn, Michael George strives to tell stories
of our common humanity through travel, culture,
and the underrepresented. Past repeat winner of
the BIG ARTS Robert Rauschenberg Scholarship,
George attended New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts graduating in 2011. Since then
George’s photographs and stories have been
featured in National Geographic Magazine, The
New York Times, Rangefinder Magazine, WIRED
and other publications. Get a glimpse of these
experiences and stories in this illuminative exhibit
featuring photos from George’s travels.

Mark your calendars for Sanibel-Captiva Art
League’s 42nd Annual Juried All Members
Show. This year’s theme, “Show Off,” will
feature fresh works of art in a variety of
mediums never before exhibited in public by
the members of the SanCap Art League.
Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, Jan. 5
Dunlop Campus

On Location: A Plein Air Show
FOUNDERS GALLERY
Celebrating the tradition of outdoor painting
this juried plein air exhibit will feature “on
location” inspired artwork. Plein air painting
includes any subject matter observed outdoors
while also capturing the mood of a scene
which often includes the sights, the sounds,
temperature, atmosphere and changing light.
This exhibit will feature local and national plein
air artists, each depicting a scene brought to
life on the canvas.

“Swan Song”, Anita Force Marshall

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m., Feb. 8
Dunlop Campus

Michael George

MARCH 14 – APRIL 28
Please Don’t Eat the Art
PHILLIPS GALLERY

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, Jan. 5,
Dunlop Campus
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Michael George: Travel Diary, 2012-17

JANUARY 4 – FEBRUARY 3
PHILLIPS GALLERY

“Red Guitars”, Peter Zell

“The Tarpon Bay Canoes”, Ed Letven

Feast your eyes on a smorgasbord of tantalizing
art represented in various mediums expressing
the necessity and often indulgent relationship with
food. An art in itself, food is something we all have
different tastes for based on flavor, texture, and
color. Inspired by the food themselves, artists have
recreated some of their favorite bites to satisfy
anyone’s artistic hunger. This juried exhibit is sure
to make you hungry but, please don’t eat the art.
Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, April 6
Dunlop Campus

“Cupcake Dreams”, Charlotte Lattof
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Enrichment

Fine Arts

Lectures

MARCH 14 – APRIL 28
Please Touch the Art
FOUNDERS GALLERY

TALKING POINTS

Traditionally art is considered a visual experience
although sight is not the only way to understanding
art. Shaking off the traditional gallery-goer behavior,
“Please Touch the Art” invites visitors to use their
sense of touch to explore the exhibit. Works will
include but are not limited to sculpture, paintings,
weavings, mixed media and other touch encouraged
pieces.

Schein Hall, 10:00 AM
Mornings at BIG ARTS offer a wide range of lively, 2-hour sessions by leading authorities.
Audience members are encouraged not only to ask questions, but offer their point of view,
experiences and knowledge.

JANUARY 23

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, April 6
Dunlop Campus

MAY 2– MAY 31
Art by the disABLEd

“A Whole Lotta Money”, Deborah Butler

PHILLIPS GALLERY
Enjoy works by artists in Lee Health’s therapeutic
program—patients who may have physical limitations, but their creative skills are unlimited! The
exhibit displays the beauty of their art, and helps
extinguish old stereotypes about the capabilities of
persons with disabilities, highlighting their achievements and reinforcing their significance in our society. Art by the disABLEd program has a wonderful
working relationship with The Lighthouse of SWFL
and Cape Coral Special Populations to display these
special artists’ work regularly in Lee Health hospital galleries and care facilities. Proceeds from sales
benefit the artists as well as the Arts in Healthcare
program in general.

JANUARY 30
Anthony Clark
“Monuments to Self: Presidential Libraries”

Anthony Clark

Ronald Petersen

Ron Fournier

Dr. Constantine Mantz

Dr. Syed Zafar

Ronald Petersen
“How Early Can We Diagnose Alzheimer’s
Disease”

FEBRUARY 27

Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, May 4
Dunlop Campus

Ron Fournier
“Love That Boy, Love That Beat: What 2
Presidents, 8 Road Trips, and M y Son Taught
Me About a Parent’s Expectations”

Open Doors

MARCH 13

Open Doors is an art program designed for children
who demonstrate artistic interest or talent, but who
also have financial need. The focus of the program is
to provide these students with a venue to create and
learn about art. Each piece demonstrates personal
expression, imaginative use of media, the results of
close observation, and an understanding of artistic
processes. All sales for this exhibit go directly to
these aspiring young artists.
Artist Reception 5:30-7:00 p.m, May 4
Dunlop Campus

James Rudin

FEBRUARY 13

“Peaceful Reflection”, Carol Murphy

FOUNDERS GALLERY

14

James Rudin
“1943 – The Pivotal Year of World War II &
America’s Emergence as a Superpower: A
Seventy- Five Year Perspective”

Dr. Constantine Mantz and Dr. Syed Zafar
“Cancer: Advances in Treatment and
Diagnosis”

“The Voyager”, Riley Remus
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Enrichment

Community Creations

Lectures

Lectures
SANIBEL JAZZ
Featuring the Peter Graves
Atlantean Driftwood Band
October 21
8:00 p.m.

THE FORUM is graciously sponsored by
and

SUE and TOM PICK

Schein Hall, 7:30 PM
JANUARY 11
David Shambaugh
Professor, George Washington University
“China: Domestic Politics, Foreign Relations,
Military and Security”

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SYMPHONY
November 15
7:30 p.m.

JANUARY 21
Jason L. Riley
Senior Fellow, Wall Street Journal
“Violence in America”

David Shambaugh

Jason L. Riley

FEBRUARY 11
Michael Smerconish, CNN Radio/TV host
“Politics in 2018 and the Presidency”

FEBRUARY 18
William J. Burns, President, Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace
Michael Smerconish
“U.S. Foreign Policy”

William J.Burns

Rachel Davis Mersey, Executive Director, Media
Leadership Center, Northwestern University
“Journalism and Social Media”

MARCH 4
Rachel Davis Mersey

Robert Danin

MARCH 11
Shanker Ramamurthy, IBM
“Artificial Intelligence”

MARCH 14
Johan Norberg, Cato Institute
“Nationalism”
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From Baroque to Jazz featuring The Yaron Gottfried
Jazz Trio. This remake brings a new revolutionary
and contemporary interpretation based on the
timeless masterpiece by Mussorgsky. The concert
is presented as a complete suite of 12 movements
arranged, composed and orchestrated for Jazz trio
(piano, bass and drums) and an orchestra of wind
instruments (vibraphone, organ and strings).

WRITERS READ
November 29 and March 22
7:30 p.m.

Part poetry slam, part nostalgia trip, part funny and
heart-wrenching stories, Writers Read is a unique
experience for the ears, the mind and the soul. Five
groups of Island Writers—over 50 writers from our
community—compete with one another to share
their work with the audience. Come to
the wine and dessert receptions prior to each
presentation.

FEBRUARY 28

Robert Danin, Senior Fellow for Middle East
Studies, Council on Foreign Relations
“Israel”

Don’t miss this jazz ”happening” from the awardwinning group that helped bring the historic
Jazz on the Green to Sanibel and Captiva in the
1980’s. The band features Grammy Award winning
saxophonist, Ed Calle, Florida Music Hall of Fame
vocalist, Dana Paul and other special guests to be
announced. Stay tuned!

Shanker Ramamurthy

Johan Norberg

BIG ARTS CONCERT BAND HOLIDAY AND
SPRING PERFORMANCES
December 9 and March 3
7:00 p.m.

Let the BIG ARTS Concert Band help you get into a
joyful mood for the holidays! Come back for more
in the early spring for some of the world’s best
“feel good” songs performed by some of our most
talented island musicians.
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Community Creations
BIG ARTS CHORUS HOLIDAY AND
SPRING CONCERTS
December 14, April 4 - 5
7:00 p.m.

Enjoy the music of the holidays with the
wonderful BIG ARTS Community Chorus — an
annual holiday tradition and a great way to
celebrate the songs of the season. Join us in
April for two more great Chorus presentations.
Get your tickets early as this is a sellout every
year!

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SYMPHONY
HOLIDAY POPS
December 15
7:30 p.m.

A RT POEMS
March 28
7:00 p.m.
The collaborative trans-media poet and
artist project of Southwest Florida returns
to BIG ARTS. The group of 12 artists and 12
poets has collaborated to produce poems
inspired by artworks, and artworks inspired
by poems. Poets will perform their poems,
sonnets, ballads, villanelle and free verse
while the paired paintings, sculptures,
photography and mixed media artwork are
exhibited on stage and on the screen.

Come enjoy the delightful music of the classic
A Charlie Brown Christmas featuring the
Symphonic Chorale of Southwest Florida under
the direction of Trent Brown with pianist, Jim
Martinez.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SYMPHONY
March 7
7:30 p.m.

Come enjoy Copland to classics, featuring
Cassie Drake, the Prescott Awards winner.
The program includes Copeland’s “Quiet
City”; Stamitz Concerto for Viola and Mozart’s
Symphony No. 29 in Amajo.

STAFF
Christopher Bright
Operations Director
Cbright@bigarts.org

Tim Knight
Event Crowd Manager
Tknight@bigarts.org

Mary Jo Bunnell
Financial Controller
Mbunnell@bigarts.org

Greg LeBlanc
Facilities Manager
Gleblanc@bigarts.org

Annie Campbell
Development Manager
Acampbell@bigarts.org

Bobby Logue
Artistic Director
Strauss Theater
Blogue@bigarts.org

Jorge Corral
Sound Engineer
Strauss Theater
Jcorral@bigarts.org

ISLAND JAZZ
Sundays
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Spend a lazy Sunday afternoon all season
long enjoying the tunes of the ever-popular
Island Jazz musicians. Bring a chair and
come early to this free concert in the open
air that has become a much loved tradition.
Check the website (bigarts.org) for all 14
Sunday dates.

BIG ARTS ANNUAL
POTTERY SA LE
March 4
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Erin Peter
Summer Arts Camp Director
Epeter@bigarts.org

Michael Dest
Marketing Manager
Mdest@bigarts.org

Ryan Rhodes
Technical Assistant
Rrhodes@bigarts.org

Marina Dowling
Office Manager
Mdowling@bigarts.org

Janet Scully
Box Office Manager
Strauss Theater
Jscully@bigarts.org

Lee Ellen Harder
Executive Director
Lharder@bigarts.org

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SYMPHONY
January 10
7:30 p.m.

“For the Love of Beethoven” featuring
Conductor Nir Kabaretti and the Jillian Prescott
Music Awards winner pianist, Priscila Navarro.
The program is “Overture to Coriolan”,
Symphony No. 1 and Piano Concerto No. 5
“The Emperor”.

Behind the Scenes

Charlotte Hardt
Customer Service Associate
Chardt@bigarts.org
Wendy Harriman
House Manager
Wharriman@bigarts.org
Sarah Hird
Development & Events
Coordinator
Shird@bigarts.org
Lauren Huff
Executive Assistant/Programs
Coordinator
Lhuff@bigarts.org

Olga Semreen
Accounting Representative
Osemreen@bigarts.org
Tommy Short
Stage Manager
Strauss Theater
Stagemanager@bigarts.org
Adam Trummel
Technical Director &
Resident Production Designer
Strauss Theater
Atrummel@bigarts.org

Board of
Directors
Ralph Clark
President
Dick Pyle
Treasurer
Janet Strickland
Secretary
Lee Ellen Harder
Executive Director

Judy Baum
John Boorn
Dean Chavis
Scot Congress
Helen Demetrios
Tom Dunham
Chuck Ketteman
Jim Pigott
Hyde Tucker
Penny Wilkinson

Lovely and unique pieces of original pottery
by BIG ARTS artists is on sale in the Boler
Garden. Come browse or buy one-of-a kind
treasures for your home or garden.
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EVENT CO-CHAIRS
S u s a n H e i s l e r and M e l i s s a C o n g r e s s
COMMITTEE

DARLENE
LOVE
D o n ’ t m i s s a k n o c ko u t
p e r fo r m a n c e by
legendary Darlene
L o v e,re n o w n e d
member of th e o r i g i n a l
Motown S o u n d
ge n e rat i o n and now
wi th a new hit s i n g l e !

Judy Adler
Paige Babcock

Allison Goss

Mar yAnn B oorn

L i s a Ann M i l l e r

S u s i e F reu n d

Chris Schluter

Debbie K l u g

Pe n n y W i l k i n s o n
PAT R O N PA R T Y H O S T
M e r r i l l Tay l o r

B E C O M E A S P O N S O R OR PAT R O N
Join th e fun for a p re - c o n c e r t p atro n p a r t y
C o m p l i m e n ta r y c o n c e r t t i c ke t s for s p o n s o r s
D a n c i n g and d e s s e r t f o l l o w i n g th e b l o c k b u s t e r c o n c e r t

Fa n t a s t i c mu si c ,
d a n c i n g in t h e ga r d e n
and s u r p r i s e s galore…...
E V E N T CHAIRS:
Melissa Congress and
Susan Heisler

SPONSORS
w w w. d a r l e n e l o v e . c o m

Fo r i n f o r m at i o n
and s p o n s o r s h i p
opportunities,
Annie Campbell
2 3 9 - 4 7 2 - 9 7 0 0 E x t . 3 0 8 or
a c a m p b e l l @ b i g a r t s . o rg

GRAND PRESENTING SPONSOR
E i g h t c o m p l i m e n t a r y t i c ke t s

$10,000

GOLD S P O N S O RS
Si x c o m p l i m e n t a r y t i c ke t s

$5,000

S I LV E R S P O N S O R S
Four c o m p l i m e n t a r y t i c ke t s

$2,500

PAT R O N S

$275
21

SUPPORT
BIG ARTS
NEXT 39 YEARS!
Thank You
Volunteers and donors are the “heart” of
BIG ARTS and we can never say “thank you”
enough. Their generous gift of time, talent
and treasure make it possible for BIG ARTS
to continue to make a vibrant contribution
to our community. We hope you will consider
becoming a BIG ARTS supporter. Whether
attending a special opening night reception,
or enjoying a special discount at the gift
shop, join us and share the camaraderie,
civic pride and sheer fun that is the BIG
ARTS experience. Forty-five percent of BIG
ARTS annual budget is satisfied through the
generosity of donors and there are many
ways to give:
•

Make a planned estate or bequest
gift to BIG ARTS Legacy Society

•

Become a BIG ARTS donor

•

Honor a loved one with a gift of
remembrance

•

Join the BIG ARTS volunteer team:
There are many ways to lend a
hand, so give us a call or drop a
quick email and we can chat with
you about the many opportunities
available.

Call us at 239.395.0900 or
info@BIGARTS.org.
We’d love to hear from you.

22
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Your Support Is Deeply Appreciated

BIG ARTS 2017-2018 Order Form
Name
Address
City,State, Zip
Home Phone

BIG ARTS Member? m YES m NO

Cell Phone

Email

“Student/Child” prices may be available for students aged 25 and younger with valid ID, children 17 and younger.

DONOR COURTESIES

Invitations to gallery receptions and special events | 20% discount on workshops & classes | 10% discount
in gift shop | Recognition in annual report, playbills, on BIG ARTS website and other publications.

Yes, I want to support BIG ARTS with my Annual Membership Gift!
ANGEL CIRCLE
q Premier
q Pacesetter
q Benefactor
q Grand Patron
q Patron
q Angel

$50,000+
$25,000–49,999
$10,000–24,999
$5,000–9,999
$2,500–4,999
$1,000–2,499

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP
$500-999
q Supporter
$250–499
q Contributor
q Friend
$100–249

q My gift is in honor of
q My gift is being matched by my company
q My gift is anonymous

(*as you would like it to appear in in public recognition)

Cell Phone

One Night in Memphis, 8:00 PM
Cleveland International Piano, 3:30 PM
Frisson Ensemble, 7:30PM
Balsam Range, 8:00 PM
Hermitage Piano Trio, 3:30 PM (Gallery)
NY Philharmonic String Quartet, 7:30 PM
The Modern Gentleman, 8:00 PM
The Birdland All-Stars, 8:00 PM
Miro Quartet, 7:30 PM
The Hot Sardines, 8:00 PM
Pilobulos, 7:30PM
Fandango!, 3:30 PM (Gallery)
Late Night Catechism, 7:30 PM
Shotgun Wedding, 8:00 PM
Recycled Percussion, 7:30 PM
Hotel California, 8:00 PM

COMMUNITY

Title: q Mr. q Mrs. q Ms. q Dr. q Other
Name*
Name on Card (if different)
Billing Address
City,State, Zip
Alternate Address
City,State, Zip
Home Phone
Dates typically in SWFL

PERFORMANCES

Email

We will use default dates of Nov 1–Apr 30 unless otherwise indicated.

Payment Information
Total Membership Donation $
q Check enclosed, made payable to BIG ARTS
q Mastercard q Visa q American Express q Discover Card
#
___
Exp. Date
Security Code
___
Signature
__

HOW TO GIVE:

Sanibel Jazz at BIG ARTS - 8:00 PM
SW Florida Symphony - 7:30 PM
Writers Read - 7:30 PM (Strauss)
BIG ARTS Band - 7:00 PM
BIG ARTS Chorus - 7:00 PM
SW Florida Symphony - 7:30 PM
SW Florida Symphony - 7:30 PM
BIG ARTS Band - 7:00 PM
SW Florida Symphony - 7:30 PM
Writers Read - 7:30 PM (Gallery)
Art Poems - 7:00 PM
BIG ARTS Chorus - 7:00 PM
BIG ARTS Chorus - 7:00 PM

TALKING POINTS
Rudin - WWII - 10:00 AM
Clark - Presidential Libraries - 10:00 AM
Petersen - Alzheimer’s - 10:00 AM
Fournier - Career/Book - 10:00 AM
Health Panel - 10:00 AM

BIG ARTS STRAUSS THEATER

DATE

Loge / Gen /Child

Sat, Jan 6
Sun, Jan 14
Thur, Jan 25
Sat, Jan 27
Sun, Jan 28
Thur, Feb 1
Sat Feb 3
Fri, Feb 9
Thur, Feb 15
Sat, Feb 17
Wed, Feb 21
Sun, Feb 25
Fri, Mar 2
Fri, Mar 9
Fri, Mar 16
Fri, Mar 23

$55 / $51 / $5
$39 / $35 / $0
$51 / $46 / $0
$46 / $42 / $5
NA / $35 / $0
$55 / $51 / $0
$51 / $48 / $5
$51 / $48 / $5
$51 / $46 / $0
$55 / $51 / $5
$49 / $44 / $5
NA / $35 / $0
$44 / $39 / NA
$51 / $47 / $5
$46 / $42 / $5
$55 / $51 / $5

DATE

Loge / Gen /Child

Sat, Oct 21
Wed, Nov 15
Wed, Nov 29
Sat, Dec 9
Thu, Dec 14
Fri, Dec 15
Wed, Jan 10
Thu, Mar 3
Wed, Mar 7
Thur, Mar 22
Wed, Mar 28
Wed, Apr 4
Thur, Apr 5

$50 / $45 / NA
NA / $39 / $5
NA / $5 / $5
NA / $10 / $0
NA / $10 / $0
NA / $40 / $5
NA / $39 / $5
NA / $10 / $0
NA / $39 / $5
NA / $5 / $5
NA / $10 / $0
NA / $10 / $0
NA / $10 / $0

DATE

GEN

Tue, Jan 23
Tue, Jan 30
Tue, Feb 13
Tue, Feb 27
Tue, Mar 13

$20
$20
$20
$20
$20

DATE

Adult /Child

QTY
Loge / Gen /Child

/
/
/
/
NA /
/

/
/
/
/
/
/

/
/
/
/
NA /
/
/
/
/

/
/
/
/
/
/ NA
/
/
/

/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/

/ NA
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/

TOTAL

QTY
Loge/ Gen /Child

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

QTY

QTY
Adult /Child

Indicate Date and Time of show choice next to event name. * Starred price is for Preview Night Only.
A Christmas Carol, Dec 7-Dec 29, 7:30 PM / 4:00 PM / 2:00 PM
$35* / $45 / $5
/
Noises Off, Jan 11-Feb 17, 7:30 PM / 2:00 PM
$35* / $45 / $5
/
Dames at Sea, Mar 7-Apr 7, 7:30 PM / 2:00 PM
$35* / $45 / $5
/
Grounded, Apr 11-Apr 21, 7:30 PM / 4:00 PM / 2:00 PM
NA / $45 / $5
/

FORM OF PAYMENT (Check One) m CASH m CHECK m CREDIT CARD (VISA, MC, AMEX, DISCOVER)

MAIL: 900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel, FL 33957
CALL: 239.395.0900
EMAIL: info@BIGARTS.org
ONLINE: www.BIGARTS.org

Credit Card #
Name On Card
Billing Address
City, State, Zip

Exp. Date

BIG ARTS is a nonprofit organization. All donations are tax deductible to the full extent of regulation. A copy of the official
Florida registration and financial information (registration #SC-11924) may be obtained from Division of Consumer Services.
Toll-free within Florida, 800-435-7352. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

900 Dunlop Rd., Sanibel, FL 33957 I 239-395-0900 I www.bigarts.org

Sec. # Total Tickets
$
Handling Fee
$ 5.00
My Gift (TaxDeductible) $
TOTAL AMOUNT
$

Events, dates and ticket prices subject to change.
BIG ARTS is a nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible. Tickets are not refundable. See website for ticket purchase policy.

Great communities create great organizations – not the other way around. In 1979 BIG ARTS
was created by and for the community, and owes its rich history to a small band of dedicated
artists who drew inspiration from each other and from the breath-taking island beauty that
infused their work with grace and authenticity. They set out to create a special gathering
place where artistic and educational experiences were accessible to all. Today that vision
is alive and well. With the help of our loyal donors and supporters, BIG ARTS will carry that
vision forward -- providing joy, inspiration and a sense of community for generations to come.

VISION
To create great arts, entertainment and learning experiences that
always inspire, enrich and delight.

MISSION
Provide an array of quality entertainment, arts and education programs that enrich and
nurture the lives of Sanibel and Captiva residents and visitors through:
•

Professionally led arts and enrichment classes and workshops for students of all ages.

•

Stimulating and informative lectures and group discussions with renowned national
thought leaders and educators.

•

Dynamic visual and performing arts presentations of the highest caliber.

TICKETS:

In Person: 900 Dunlop Road I Sanibel, Florida 33957 I 239.395.0900
For Theater Tickets: 2200 Periwinkle Way I Sanibel, Florida 33957 I 239.472.6862
Online: www.BIGARTS.org
Call for box office hours

239.395.0900

I

www.BIGARTS.org

BIG ARTS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
All donations are tax deductible. See website for ticket purchase policy.

