
February 5 – March 14, 2021
The Dunham Family Gallery

The 2020-2021 Fine Arts season is graciously sponsored by 
Jim & Gaye Pigott.

Ran Adler
In Praise of Shadows

Meditations, photo by Krista Kowalczyk



Philosophy

Drawn to Nature’s roughness, 
randomness and disorder, 
Ran Adler takes a meditative 
approach to life and his art. His 
gathering of organic materials 
(while wandering such places as 
along the banks of the Mississippi 
River) is the inspirational first 
step. Ran’s rhythmic, repetitive 
process of sorting, cutting, 
weaving, threading, burning and 
inscribing induces a prayer-like 
state and clarifies his intention...
to share the harmonious 
transformation of chaos into 

order. Through his iconic assemblages, that purpose is achieved. 

In his practice of assemblage, Adler is always looking to create shadows 
that will speak to the gallery space. For this exhibition, appropriately 
titled In Praise of Shadows (borrowed from the Japanese writer Jun’ichiro 
Tanizaki’s 1933 essay on Japanese aesthetics), Adler is once again, as in 
most of his assemblages, pursuing the goal of creating shadows that, 
through the pbject and its shadow, leave interpretation to the viewer.
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Featured works

Into the Woods 
(Honey Locust Thorn Branches)
$9,000

Meditation
(Thoughtful stitching, slate top table with Japanese brush)
$2,800

Homage to Ryōkan
$15,000

Draped Mahogany Pod with Hemp String 
$16,000

Thorn Birds
$8,200

Cactus Flower 
$1,000 each

Medallions 
(Distressed mahogany pods with wire)
$6,200 each

Whirlpool
(Horsetail rush with wire, attached with honey locust thorns)
$7,400
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Featured works continued...

Assorted Sculptures 
(concrete and wood pieces)
$3,200 each

Shadows
(Mahogany pod lining with hemp string)
$40 each

Bench in the Garden
(Cypress wood and concrete slabs)
NFS
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Homage to 
Ryōkan
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Thorn Birds
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Draped Mahogany 
Pod with 
Hemp String
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Medallions
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Whirlpool
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The Garden

Assorted Sculptures 
(concrete and wood 
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Bench in the Garden
(Cypress wood and concrete slabs)
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BIG ARTS Vision
To create great arts, entertainment and learning 

experiences that always inspire, enrich and delight.

BIG ARTS Mission
Provide an array of quality entertainment, arts and 

education programs that enrich and nurture the lives of 
Sanibel Captiva residents and visitors.

BIG ARTS exhibits visual arts by local and nationally renowned artists  
and offers dozens of workshops in painting and drawing, pottery, life 
drawing, fine crafts, and even art appreciation and art history.

A non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, BIG ARTS is supported by its 
patrons and an engaged member base, as well as by individual and 
corporate sponsors who help make free events, like visual arts exhibits, 
possible.

Discover  more  about  BIG ARTS, including  all  the  events  and  classes  
for  the 2021 season, volunteer opportunities, and membership options 
by connecting with us in person at BIG ARTS, 900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel;  
by phone 239-395-0900; or via email at info@BIGARTS.org. 


