
June 4 – July 31, 2021
The Dunham Family Gallery

The 2020-2021 Fine Arts season is graciously sponsored by 
Jim & Gaye Pigott.



Fast Forward is a multi-media exhibition in which the artists 
imagine the future from the vantage point of our historically 
turbulent and uncertain time.

Curated by Professor Dana Roes featuring Florida South-
Western College and features works by alumni: Martha De la 
Cruz, Dalton Howard, Alejandro Gomez Hernandez, Claire 
Malecot, Leila Mesdaghi, Kirsten Pettifor and B.A. Wikoff

Exhibited Artwork 

Martha De la Cruz .  .  .  .  .  .   Techo de sin  . . . . . . . . . . . . NFS

Dalton Howard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Pop-up Shrine . . . . . . . . . . .$250

Alejandro Gomez Hernandez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   
Matanzas (23.0350 ° N, 81.5546 ° W) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

Claire Malecot . . . .  .  .  .  .   Hair Stationary  . . . . . . .$300 each
                                                 Frames . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$300
                                                      Screens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500
Leila Mesdaghi . . . .  .  .  .  .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
The Queens Rising Variation (Red Queen figures)  . . . . . . .$175 each

Kirsten Pettifor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Untitled  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NFS

B.A. Wikoff . . . . . .  .  .  .  .   50 Masks Flown at Half-Mast.  .  . NFS



Dana Roes received her MFA in 
Painting from the University of 
Pennsylvania and has received 
several notable awards including 
a Fulbright Fellowship and a 
Skowhegan School of Painting and 
Sculpture Residency. She exhibits 
nationally and internationally. 
Dana has been a Professor for 
Savanah College art and Design, 
Carnegie Mellon University and is 
currently the Chair of Humanities 
and Fine Arts at Florida 

SouthWestern State College. Fast Forward is her first curatorial project. 
  

Dana Roes, Curator



Martha De la Cruz (1996) is a 
Dominican-United Statesian artist 
who through video, installations 
and sculpture investigates issues 
of raza, decolonization, identity 
and hierarchical power. Her 
practice is guided by her collective 
experiences of a recent US 
transplant, her memories of the 
past and her inherited colonialist 
wounds. She attended Florida 
Southwestern State College and 
received her BFA from University 
of South Florida. 

Martha De la Cruz

Techo de sin, 2021
Stolen and donated wood and zinc sheets

Techo de sin (Roof of Without) is an installation made up of 
stolen and donated materials from Southwest Florida. Florida 
is home to a large population of Latinx migrant people who 
have ended up in the US largely due to economic pressures, 
exploitation and veins of power etched by Europe and the 
US. This work deals with the results of this disjunction and 
the symptoms thereabouts (e.g., houselessness, fugitivity, 
government corruption, and income disparity, etc.) “Sin” is 
a common Dominican mispronunciation of the word Zinc. 



Dalton Howard is a 
multidisciplinary artist based in 
Florida whose work pulls from 
interests of mortality, fragility, 
consumer culture, and the 
current situations of our world. 
Through assemblage, humor, and 
everyday materials, he challenges 
others’ notions of how they look 
at the purposes and potential 
of everyday objects. His aim is 
to provide commentary on and 
critique the society in which we 
are participants in, as well as 

deconstruct concepts of power and grandeur. Dalton holds an AA from 
Florida SouthWestern State College and a BFA from the University of 
South Florida. Currently Dalton Lives and works in Cape Coral, FL. 

Dalton Howard

Pop-Up Shrine, 2021
Stolen and donated wood and zinc sheets

Pop-Up Shrine is constructed of moving boxes coated in 
rubber. It can be fully disassembled and flattened for transport 
in a matter of minutes. Designed to travel with you on your 
journey through life and those paths taken. Influenced by 
wayside shrines, the light and transient nature of this Pop-up 
shrine can be used at any time and practically any place. It 
can offer a place of reflection of our thoughts, actions, and 
intentions in a fast-moving world so that we may better 
ourselves for one another in our collective steps into the future.



Alejandro Gómez (Cuba, 1996) 
is a multi-disciplinary artist from 
Matanzas, Cuba who focuses 
on cultural identity, family and 
immigration. Through his paintings, 
sculptures and installations he aims 
to spotlight particular and unique 
aspects of his nationality. Engaging 
with topics such as: thriving in times 
of scarcity in an isolated society, 
relationship with the ocean, culture, 
religion, Afro-Cuban heritage, and 
other aspects that in his eyes establish 
his cubanidad. Alajandro holds his 
AA from Florida SouthWestern State 

College and a BFA from University of South Florida and currently lives and 
works in South Florida. 

Alejandro Gomez Hernandez

Matanzas (23.0350 ° N, 81.5546 ° W), 2021
Fabric

Nostalgia and distorted memories from a “past life” are some of the most 
recurrent themes in my work. This collection of paintings called Matanzas 
(23.0350 ° N, 81.5546 ° W) allowed me to condense all the feelings that 
I have for my family, my past self, and my birthplace and express them in 
a tangible way made by sewing together scrap pieces of textiles. I was also 
able to make a strong connection and collaboration between my family and 
my art and establish a conversation with them about all the issues and life 
experiences that I was exploring, such as the impact that migrating from our 
home had on us and how nostalgia can alter our memories from the past and 
shape our present. Working in this project alongside my mom and grandma 
(both of whom taught me the process of working with textiles), the pure act 
of sewing became the most relevant conceptual aspect of the paintings. And 
I included their points of view and even took their creative inputs to heart, 
which is what made this piece special and the fact that it was a product of 
genuine labor with strong ties to my family and culture was very significant 
for me.



Claire Malecot
Claire Malécot (she/her, b. 
1984, San Diego, California) is 
a multidisciplinary artist based 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Her work attempts to process the 
uncertainty of communication, 
largely expressed by incorporating 
ephemeral materials in a constant 
liminal state. She attended Florida 
Southwestern State College with 
a focus in Fine Arts, and received 
her BFA in Sculpture from Moore 
College of Art & Design in 
Philadelphia. 

Hair Stationary, 2016 – 2021
Artist’s hair & Scotch tape on paper in wood frames
Selection of five drawings from ongoing HS series.

Frames, 2018
Carving wax cast of stacked 35mm slides in cast paraffin wax 
frame
An archive of time, place, and experience in a simplified and 
obvious structure.

Screens, 2021
Polyester organza with polyvinyl acetate glue & photo 
backdrop paper with rabbit skin glue on wood frames
To interpret and participate in projecting our own meaning 
onto what our future will be.



Leila Mesdaghi
Leila Mesdaghi (Iranian/ 
Colombian b.1977) is an 
interdisciplinary artist based in Fort 
Myers, FL. In addition to painting, 
Leila works between performance, 
video, and installation to create 
multi sensory experiences to 
explore her subject matters. She is 
interested in relationships and her 
work challenges how we observe, 
relate, and respond to the “others” 
and the world. Leila attended 
former Edison State College in 
2012-13 and graduated with a BA 

in Art from Florida Gulf Coast University, and holds a BA in Law from 
Tehran Azad University, Iran. 

The Queens Rising Variation, 2021
Installation

The Queens Rising Variation is about playing the game of 
chess with a different attitude and mindset. The objective is 
to pave the way and push all the pawns to the end of the 
board and to promote them all to queens. The game requires 
the willingness of the opponents to cast aside the rules they 
are accustomed to play with and internally fight the urge 
to compete, limit the bloodshed on the board, and with 
calculated moves and sacrifices work together to mutually 
reach their highest possible potential which is giving life to 
sixteen new queens and save as many other pieces as possible. 
Overcoming the challenges of this game with the dedication 
of people willing to work with me was very heartwarming. 
This project was made possible by the generous support of 
so many as I needed a community to bring this vision to life.



Kirsten Pettifor
Kirsten Pettifor (b. 1988 
Fort Myers, Florida) is an 
interdisciplinary artist currently 
transitioning to film. Her 
practice revolves around human 
relationships, trauma and the 
ways in which we find comfort. 
After receiving her AA from 
FSW and her BFA from SAIC 
she attended USF’s MFA 
program for two years before 
leaving the program early to 
pursue a degree in screenwriting. 
Where she will continue to 

explore trauma and human relations through narrative film. 

Untitled, 2021
Video

Disconnection from the natural world through virtual distortion 
and repetition. The look of the future. The alteration of nature 
for one’s own pleasure. The hypnosis of digital consumption. 
The allure of the outdoors abstracted for indulgence.



B.A. Wikoff
B.A. Wikoff is a Florida Based 
artist whose work is constructed 
through abstract, collaborative, 
and interdisciplinary practices.  
Her process mostly involves 
using her audience as a means 
for collaboration, often 
collecting data from secondary 
media sources regarding our 
population as a whole and or 
retrieving specific information 
from individuals first-hand by 

engaging with them. Her work is heavily aided by the willingness 
to communicate with people, material, and concepts. B.A. 
Florida Southwestern State College and received her BFA from 
University of South Florida. 

50 Masks Flown at Half-Mast, 2021
Medical masks

50 Masks Flown at Half-Mast is a sculpture installation of 50 
medical masks hand sewn together to create a 2ft X 5ft flag 
that flies at half-mast to honor the victims of Covid-19.



BIG ARTS Vision
To create great arts, entertainment and learning 

experiences that always inspire, enrich and delight.

BIG ARTS Mission
Provide an array of quality entertainment, arts and 

education programs that enrich and nurture the lives of 
Sanibel Captiva residents and visitors.

BIG ARTS exhibits visual arts by local and nationally renowned artists  
and offers dozens of workshops in painting and drawing, pottery, life 
drawing, fine crafts, and even art appreciation and art history.

A non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, BIG ARTS is supported by its 
patrons and an engaged member base, as well as by individual and 
corporate sponsors who help make free events, like visual arts exhibits, 
possible.

Discover  more  about  BIG ARTS, including  all  the  events  and  classes  
for  the 2021 season, volunteer opportunities, and membership options 
by connecting with us in person at BIG ARTS, 900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel;  
by phone 239-395-0900; or via email at info@BIGARTS.org. 


